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Andrew Wilson's Potato House late 19th century
Pond Town vicinity

Private

This square frame building with pyramidal roof
and central chimney was constructed in the late 19th

“century and used to store potatoes. Owned and operated

for many years by Andrew Wilson, the building is
divided into avproximately two dozen stalls or bins

on the main floor with additional storage space in the
cellar and loft. Local farmers rented space in the
storehouse, stored potatoes here in the winter, and
then sold them when the market was favorable. A wood
stove in the cellar kept the potatoes from freezing

in the winter.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the east side of Pine Tree Road
about one-quarter mile north of Pondtown Road, the
Wilson family potato house is a square frame building
with plain weatherboard siding and a pyramidal roof.
The apex of the roof is pierced by a stucco chimney,
and ranged around the roof just below the apex are\
four shed roof dormer windows, one on each section
of the roof.

The main floor of the bﬁilding is lighted by
a single six-light window in the center of each
facade except the east or main facade. A batten
door in the center of this wall allows access to the
interior. Th:ee four-light windows pierce the poured
concrete féundation at ground level énd provi@e'
light for.the cellar.

" The interior consists of the main floqr, a
fuli cellar, and a loft. The main floor ana the'
cellar are divided up into rows of bins, in which
the potatoes were stored. The bins are ranged in
two double rows on either side of a central aisle.
There are six bins in each row, or a total of 24
on each floor. A narrow secondary aisle circles
each floor, allowing access to the outer rows of

bins.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A steep ladder-stair descends to one side of the
centrai aisle, éllowing access to the cellar. A moveable
ladder stored at the west end of.the building was used
to reach the loft. -

A brick stove chimney rising just to the south of
the central aisle serviced two wood stévés in the cellar,
allowing a low heat to be maintained during cold weather
to.prevent freezing. This chimney corbels over in the
loft and rises through the apex of the roof.

Both the main floor and the loft are plastered on
the inside. It is not clear whether the loft was used
to store potatoes or for some other purpose.

In overall appearance, the building seems to have
Wﬂeen”constructed\;n the late 19th or early ZOth.century.
Both fhe framing aﬁd the siding show random use of a
mixture of machine nails and wire nails, suggesting that
the building was éonstructed during the 1880's or 1890's,
during that veriod of transition between traditional

N\
| \ . )
machine nails and newly developed wire nails.:

\
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According to local tradition, the potato house

was owned and operated by Mr. Andrew Wilson, now

deceased. Mr. Wilson rented space in the potato

house to local farmers for a set price per bushel.

Prices quoted ranged from 2¢ to 5¢ per bushel,

According to Andrew's son, Sam Wilson (age 82),

the

potatoes stored there were largely used for sale

rather than personal use. The renters would remove

the potatoes over the course of the winter, selling

them as demand allowed. He was uncertain when the

building was constructed, or who the builder was,

but believes the building was there before he was

born. When questioned about the possible existence

of other similar buildings, he pointed out a small,

20th century shed with a brick chimney on the

adjoining farm which was also used to store potatoes,

though it was smaller and newer than his father

ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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QA-295 WILDON  POTATO STOREHOUSE
CRUNPTON, MARYLAND JUNE |, 1978




l § - et oot ns
- | Ll; P Wi—-- (of sl
Ol T S 3
f e T .
iR '. |

s

Ty~ e b
S TRAvILLALTY

*l
= Chardior
1%

:')/[‘fﬁ'mk%‘ Y _ ) . :’ “ } Manfr
¢ /,,r» Po 5 s b
f /(

\

7

7]
’ ” >

- ké"ﬁi% 3§
/)

>

EWing(’O\Vl b ’
h.Do

-0
3

W 857

PEIIRERIFF mEREDITRO RO







QA-295 Wilson Potato House
Pondtown vicinity, Md.

Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT)

East elevation, camera facing west
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